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Trinity River Restoration Program  1 Response to Comment # 4 

 

RESPONSE TO COMMENT:4 

James Evans  

4-a,b: Thank you for your response.  The information provided on the impacts of the 1982/1983 and 
1997 floods to the Salt Flat Bridge and your ability to access your property is important.  This information 
will be incorporated into Section 3.4.1 (Water Resources, Affected Environment, Environmental Setting). 

§ Page 3.4-6 of the EA/EIR has been revised to read 
The flood season on the Trinity River usually lasts from October through April, when over 90 
percent of the annual precipitation falls.  Floods on the Trinity River are somewhat controlled by 
the dams upstream of Lewiston.  The greatest flood recorded for the area occurred in December 
1955.  Floods have also been recorded for the years 1862, 1926, 1928, 1937, 1940, 1941, 1948, 
1950, 1958, 1960, 1963, 1964, 1972, and 1974 (FEMA 1996) and 1997. 

Reportedly, the 1982/1983 flood rendered the Salt Flat Bridge unusable for 8 weeks.  The 
residents were obliged to hike over an old road to Rush Creek (Route 3, Appendix K).  In 1983, 
the Salt Flat Bridge was extended 180 feet to higher ground.  In 1997, the bridge withstood the 
flows, although it was overtopped. 

The reach of the Trinity River between Lewiston Lake and Douglas City flows through canyon 
and forest areas along the southeast edge of Browns Mountain.  This mountain is located in the 
east central portion of the county.  The flat areas are now covered by dredger tailings from gold 
mining operations.  This reach of the stream has a slope of approximately 20 feet per mile 
(FEMA 1996). 

4-c: Thank you for your comment.  Your comment has been noted.  No response is required.  
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1997 floods to the Salt Flat Bridge and your ability to access your property is important.  This information 
will be incorporated into Section 3.4.1 (Water Resources, Affected Environment, Environmental Setting). 

§ Page 3.4-6 of the EA/EIR has been revised to read: 
The flood season on the Trinity River usually lasts from October through April, when over 90 
percent of the annual precipitation falls.  Floods on the Trinity River are somewhat controlled by 
the dams upstream of Lewiston.  The greatest flood recorded for the area occurred in December 
1955.  Floods have also been recorded for the years 1862, 1926, 1928, 1937, 1940, 1941, 1948, 
1950, 1958, 1960, 1963, 1964, 1972, and 1974 (FEMA 1996) and 1997. 

Reportedly, the 1982/1983 flood rendered the Salt Flat Bridge unusable for 8 weeks.  The 
residents were obliged to hike over an old road to Rush Creek (Route 3, Appendix K).  In 1983, 
the Salt Flat Bridge was extended 180 feet to higher ground.  In 1997, the bridge withstood the 
flows, although it was overtopped. 

The reach of the Trinity River between Lewiston Lake and Douglas City flows through canyon 
and forest areas along the southeast edge of Browns Mountain.  This mountain is located in the 
east central portion of the county.  The flat areas are now covered by dredger tailings from gold 
mining operations.  This reach of the stream has a slope of approximately 20 feet per mile 
(FEMA 1996). 

4-c: Thank you for your comment.  Your comment has been noted, and will be transmitted to the 
Planning Commission, the Board of Supervisors, and federal officials for their consideration in 
connection with the merits of the proposed project.  No further response is required. 


